TRUE PASSION

“LOVE WHAT YOU DO—DO WHAT YOU LOVE”

It amazes me to sit and observe the difference in children who are
born of the same Parents and are being raised in the same
environment. Each child has their own set of strengths and
weaknesses. Each child will grow to be an individual-different
from his or her siblings as well as everyone else in the world. Yes,
theg will have similarities, but their ways of thinking and acting, as
well as reacting will be unique. | believe, as children, we
unconsciouslg begin to define our Passions and dreams from an
ear19 age. HoPeFuuy, we can all follow the Path that allows us to
pursue those things that are inherent in us to make us what we
are. | believe that some People stifle their own Passions to Please
someone theg love—that theg never rea”g follow their own
dreams. And some of us are |uc‘<3 enough to have followed our
Passions) &espite the struggle, and have learned to do what we

love ancl to love what we clo.



My Path to loving what | do and cloing what I love is sometimes
straigh’mcorwarcl. Other times, it is filled with many roadblocks,
but | cannot deng who and what 1 am. 1 am an artist. My tools are
lenses, cameras and my love for the craft. 1love cap’curing images.
| absolutelg live for those details that other People do not notice
or see. | seem to have a sixth sense in my abilitg to know when the
lig!ﬁt IS Pencect for my shot. I see what | want in my mind before |
capture it. Itisthe capturing of an image that is our craft, and |

still seek to Pemcect my technique because that is what | am.

If someone had observed me as a child, theg would have seen me
Possiblg watching what insects do on Howers, creating structures
from rocks or Plaging with a beam of light from a ﬂashlight—~in
other worcls, something visual. Theg would not have seen me
reaclinga book, doinga l:)uzzle, or Plaging board games. When |
entered school, I was labeled as “lazg” and “stupicl” because |
didr’t want to do homework. During this time in my lhce) the
artistic and creative side of my brain was &eveloping
exPonentiang. | s’crugglecl with evergthing else. Reacling, writing
and mathjus’c escal:)ecl my unclers’canding. Todag children with
these Patterns get help with their dgslexia. Back then, those of us
who had that Particular learning disorder were left to fend for
ourselves and labeled as “slow”. This childhood struggle helpecl



define who and what I was. I continued my struggle through the
years of elementarg and middle school with the traditional
subjects, but every chance | got, | avoided my traditional school
work and found mgsel? obser\/ing the way Iight reflected or
refracted. 1was drawn to the arts. | would observe the shapes of
People’s faces and take note of the lines that gave them
character. When Iwas a sopl’xomore in l’ligh school, a close Familg
Fricncl, who was very observant, (a Promcessional Photographer)
took note of my strengths and weaknesses and he did an amazing
thing--he bought me my first camera. The tool of his chosen

Pro{'ession soon became my Passion.

Everyone makes choices in order to attain their goals. l was
wi”ing whether conscious|9 or unconsciouslgj to make the
sacrifices necessary to become the best at what I loved to do.
Everg second of every clag, | carried my camera and constantlg
Practicecl to Perged: my abilitg. Not to mention | spent alot of
money. Each time | thought | was caPturing something and the
cle\/eloloment of the film Provecl I had missed my target; it would
motivate me to try again and again. | constant19 sought to further
my knowleclge of my craft whether it be through attencling
structured learning courses, seminars, clubs, ProFessional

organizational meetings, or ’ca”dng with equipment manufacturers



ancl reps. | COUICI not rea”g ca” m\gselFa PFOFCSSiOﬂal

Photographer yet, but that was the direction | was taking.

After gracluating from high school, I enrolled in a traditional
co”ege to further my education and make my Parents haPPH.
However, was a terrible student. Once again, | found mgsehc
avoicling the homework from these traditional classes. 1 soon quit
and found mgselF Houndering as | lost sight of what my Passion
was. | worked for a while as a laborer builcling homes. However,
one of the best things happeneo‘ to me that some People would
not view as goocl. | was seriouslg irjurecl on thejob and that
ended my building career. During my recovery, another close
friend of mine started to look into Photographg schools, as she
knew my love for the craft. She found the Colorado Institute of
Art where | could stuclg Photographg but avoid all the traditional
classes. !jumped at the chance to learn more about Photographg.
[ knew this was my true career Path. [ threw mgselF into this
Photographg school and learned evergthing theg could teach. 1
was also Pursuing ways to become a Prmcessional. After
gracluation from the Colorado Institute of Art, | returned home to
the Family aclvc:rtising business thin\dng that | had the world bg the
tail. I worked very hard at tc:”ing everyone that | was right about
|ighting~~a&er all, | hacljust finished co”age! However, after



several clients wanted something that | never had clone, | soon
realized that | needed more that what 1 had learned at co”ege. I
theregore, stared a search and found someone with what |
needed-- a wi”ingness to teach me the finer Points of lighting. |
then traveled to California on and off and studied with him from
time to time. He taugl'lt me so much about lig]’lt and how to work
with it. 1 considered him a goocl friend and realized that my
lessons in |ight were also gving me the added benefit of ganing a
friend in the process. Until his recent death, he continued with
that wi”ingness to help countless other young Photographers
discover the many ways to work with light.

| continued to grow as a Progessional Photographer and also
began to embrace new technologies, so when this new thing called
“cligital” came around | started a new search--to find someone
who is the very best in the cligital field who would be wi”ing to
share and help another Prochsional Photographer.  was |ucl<9
enough to find someone with the same wi”ingness to share with
me. Fortunatelg, we were alreaclg acquaintecl and started to form
a Frienclshil:). At the time, he lived in Colorado, so I was able to
convince him to come to my studio where we worked for three
&ags and nights. His unselfishness and wi”ingness to help others

and me still continues toclag. Luckilg, our Frienclship has also



continued to grow, and I can say that this Passion has also given
me the oPPortunitg to have one of the best friends a man could

85i< ]COF.

After tiiirt9 years of working in the Famiig business, my
responsibilities had changed to the Point that it was no |ongc:r
Provicling me with that same Feeling and love of Photographg. So, |
made the biggest decision of my life and left the Famiig business to
fellow my heart and Passion for Photographg. I have now started
my own Pi‘lotographg studio.

| noted earlier that | have gaineci many friends in the Pho’cographg
incius’cry and that in itself is an added benefit to becoming
involved in the Prcncessionai realm of Photographg. Through
those Frienclsiiil:)s, Pve learned much more than any structured
setting or trial and error on my Part could have taught me. Mg
friends PUSI"I me to find new ways and ideas that help me continue
to grow as an artist. When new equipment Or programs become
available, the first thing I dois contact my friends to find out if
theg are familiar with my new Purchase and ask for any helPFul
hints. Theg do the same. This not onlg heips with clc:ciphering
new “togs”) it heips keep me in contact with what’s new in

Photographg. Don’t get me wrong, thougi'i. I’m not a slave to my



Passion. lgetto do what 1 love and because of that, love what |

do.

Through this growing process, | continuou5|9 have had to define
my Personal measure of success. What is success? That answer is
different for everyone. I've learned that my idea of success has
many variations. hcgou ask if ’m happg doing photographg, the
answer is without a doubt “YES”! hcgou ask whether I make a ton
of money cloing Photographg? The answer is without a doubt
“NO”! However, my measure of success is not onlg involved
money to the Point of makinga living. Of course, 1 would like to
have unlimited funds, but there are other things I would like more.
For instance, | am unwi”ing to sacrifice my Familg or friends Pure|9
to gain more wealth. So, lguess Part of my measure of success
does not include great wealth. Mg measure of great wealth is in

having friends and Familg.

Is my measure of success how famous I am? Magbe. f would like
to think 1 am known as a great Pl‘lotographer. However, | am smart
enough to realize that there are many great Pho’cographers out
there. Mg measure of success would be to one clag being

considered in that categorg of Photographers with many of my
friends.



Happiness is another measure of success for me. Am| happg?
Certainlg! I'm also smart enough to realize that my Pro{'ession IS
not the onlg contributing factor to my haPPiness. 'm happg with
my Promcession. That alone releases me to pursue other avenues

of Fuhci“ing my complete happiness.

Pursuing my Passion of Photographg and having stronglg defined
my measure of success at my craft has allowed me to enjoy certain
benefits. By doing what I love to do, I have a selF-satiséction that
many People don’t ever realize with their careers. | cannot ever
imagjne mgselF cloing angthing else. Also, bg havinga true
Passion, I feel I have begun to excel at my craft and can be
considered to be Part of the “cream of the crop”. That gives me a
certain amount of Pricle. Pve had the Privilege to work with and
learn from many great Plﬁotographers. Their unselfish gving and
sharing of Photographg knowledge has taught me another
important aspect that adds to my abilitg to continue to love what |
do. Passing on what I have learned and helping others to grow in
the art of Photographg IS something all of us should do. 1t
Provides me with a sense of completeness. I have come so to say
“full circle”. An insightful Photographer spottecl a desire in me as
a child, and now it is greatlg Fullci”ing to find mgselF in his shoes.



've sPent many countless hours helping students and peers with
Problcms that theg could not solve on their own. Or, many times, |
have discovered somc’ching or made a certain mistake with a Piece
of equiPment or certain so&ware, onlg then to pass on that
knowledge knowing that many of my friends could use the same
knowledge. The more | grow and I’ICIP others Zrow, the more
satisfied with mgsel{: I become.

I have learned to follow my Passion that carries me in my career
asa Photographer. l trulg love what 1 do and am luckg enough to
do what I'love for a Iiving. From ear19 childhood, my creative side
screamed to take hold. Having the proper guiclance and
encouragement from keg adults in my life helpecl to guicle me
towards my Passion. lgnoring others who wanted me to follow a
more traditional career and Fo”owing my dream gave me the
courage to step into my own light. While growing my talent, | have
been fortunate to reap the rewards of true ?riendships and self-

fulfillment, as well as increased skill and abilitg asa Professional.



